Somsikov ALl
Etymology of the word A3

The reversal formed by a pair of words 43 and 34 is considered.
A3 is the name of the first letter of the old alphabet, nowadays known simply as A, meaning
the word “I”. Let us consider its etymology presented in the dictionaries.

Origins of the word A3

A3 — 1 from Old Church Slavonic sources, borrowed from Old Slavonic as» (az). Cf. 1.

Origins of the word a3z in Vasmer's Etymological Dictionary.

COMMENTS. The way the meaning of "I" stems from the word A3, is not explained. For
this reason, its etymology is not presented.

Etymons

Etymons or source words of the Russian language are formed by arbitrary combinations of
consonant and vowel sounds and therefore their etymology, that is, their origin, is also arbitrary.

Etymons usually appear in pairs, mutually defining each other in the form of local negation.
It is formed by a phonetic reversal.

These local negations have the opposite meaning — /7O and O/, TO and OT, /[4 and 4/
(agreement and disagreement), PAZ and #AP (normalized record is AP, in the meaning of calm
and swearing), OH (HE) and HO (that is, not he), etc.

One of such pairs is A3 and 34 (behind). So now let us consider the etymology of the word
34 offered by the dictionaries.

Origins of the word 34 (behind)

3a. Common Slavonic word with the original meaning "behind".

Origin of the word 3a in the etymological online dictionary by G. A. Krylov.

3a. Common Slavonic. The primary meaning is spatial ("behind"), others (connected to
time, causal) are secondary.

The origin of the word 3a in the etymological online dictionary by N.M. Shansky.

COMMENTS. This case as well represents only the well-known meaning, instead of origin,
i.e. etymology. Yet the etymology is not presented. The dictionary called “etymological” does not
correspond to its content.

Etymology suggested

The meaning of the word 34 is quite clear — following, behind, afterwards, later. In a spatial
meaning this word can be defined as following someone or something on a trail left behind. If the
meaning is connected to time, the word can be defined as movement after someone or something. In
general, the word means a secondary movement — behind, in the back of. That is where the word
3A4/1 (back) comes from. The back means the next one.

The word 34 is one of the etymons or primary words formed by arbitrary combination of
consonants and vowels. For this reason, its etymology, that is, its origin, is arbitrary.

Suggested etymology of the word A3

The meaning of the word 43 is the opposite to the word 34, that is ahead, prior to, before.
That is why 43 means first, forward, leading, superior, main. The same can be said about its
pronunciation variant AC. Therefore, the expression "Think of your homeland before you think of
yourself" means "43 is the Homeland, 34 is me."



It indicates the mutual arrangement of these two letters in the alphabet. 43 is the first letter
and A is the last one that goes after all the letters.

The word 43 is a reversal to the word 34. It is also one of the etymons or primary words
formed by arbitrary combinations of consonant and vowel sounds.

For this reason, its etymology, that is, its origin, is also arbitrary.

[Ipumedanue. DTO NMepeBO/ C PYCCKOTO fA3bIKA HA aHTJIMUCKU. OpUTMHAIBHBIA aBTOPCKUI
TEKCT J1aeTCS HUXKE.



ComMmcukoB A.U.

ITHUMOJIOTHSA ¢JioBa A3

Paccmompeno npomusopeuue, oopazyemoe napoti cnos A3 u 34

A3 310 Ha3BaHME TMEpBON OYKBBI cTapoi a30yKu, HBIHE Ha3bIBAEMOW MPOCTO A. 3HaUCHUEM
KOTOPOU fABJISIETCS CJI0OBO Sl. PaccMOTpUM €ro 3TUMOJIOTHIO, IPEAJIAraéMyr0 CIIOBAPSMH.

IIponcxoxnenune caiosa A3

a3 «s1» B 1ICJIAB. TEKCTaX. 3aUMCTB. U3 CT.-claB. a3b. Cp. 1.

IIpoucxooicoenue cnosa az 6 smumono2uyeckom oHaaun-crosape Pacmvepa M.

KOMMEHTAPUU. KakuMm 310 006pa3om cioBo A3 noiydaer 3HaueHue S, He oObscHseTcs.
To ecTb €ro 3TUMOIOTUs OTCYTCTBYET.

Hcxoanble cjioBa

Hcxonnple wWiM  MEpBUYHBIE CJIOBAa PYCCKOTO sI3blka O00OpasyroTCsl  Npou3BobHbIMU
COUYETAHMUSIMH COTJIACHBIX M TJACHBIX 3BYKOB M IOTOMY MX STUMOJIOTHS, TO €CTh MPOUCXOXKJICHUE,
TOXKE SIBIISIETCS HPOU3BOILHOU.

Hcxonanpie cmoBa OOBIYHO BO3HUKAIOT MapaMM, B3aWMHO ONPEACNAIONIMMHU JIpYr Apyra B
dopme sokanvHoco orpumanusi. OHO oOpasyercs npomugopeuuem, TO €CTb OOpaTHBIM
MIPOU3HOIICHUEM.

OTu J0KalbHbIE OTPULIAHUS 00J1aJal0T MPOTUBONOJIO0KHBIM cMbiciaoM — JIO u O, TO u OT,
HA u Al (coenacue n necoenacue), PAU u AP (B HopMmupoBaHHOU 3amucu — SIP, B 3HaueHUH
cnoxoticmsue n pyeaus), OH u HO (to ects He OH) u np.

Opnnoit u3 Takux nap siserca A3 u 3A. [loaToMy paccMOTpUM Teneps 3TUMOJIOTHIO CJIOBA
3A, npeajaraeMmyro cIoBapsiMu.

IIpoucxoxnenue ciosa 3A

3a. Obwecnasanckoe cio6o ¢ nepeoHauAIbHLIM 3HAYEHUEM (NO3A0UY.

IIpoucxooicoenue cnosa 3a 6 smumonozuveckom oHaaun-ciosape Kpoinosa I'. A.

3a. Obwecnas. Ilepsuunoe 3nauenue — npocmpancmeennoe (<nosaou»), opyeue (epemennoe,

NPUYUHHOE) ABNAIOMCS BMOPUYHBIMU.

IIpoucxoorcoenue cnosa 3a 6 smumonocuieckom onaauH-crosape [llanckozo H. M.

KOMMEHTAPHU. 3nece BMECTO npoucxodicoeHus, TO €CThb ITHMOJOTUH, TOXKE TAETCS

TOJIBKO 3Hauenue. I 6e3 TOro BCEM HM3BECTHOE. DTHUMOJIOTHS npu 3TOM OTCYTCTBYCT. HazBanue
«OTHUMOJIOTUYCCKOI'0 CIIOBapA» He coomeemcnmeyent €ro COACPIKAHUIO.

IMpennaraemasi 3TUMOJIOT Ul

3HaveHune cioBa 3A BIIOJHE MOHITHO — 8C1ed, Nocjie, NOmoM, no3odice. B mpocTpaHCTBEHHOM
CMBICJIE — 3TO Clled08aHue 3a KeM-TO WJIH 32 UeM-TO M0 OCTABJICHHOMY paHee ciedy. Bo BpeMeHHOM
CMBICIIE€ 3TO JIBM)KCHHE 10C/Ie KOTO-TO WU Yero-To. B 1e1oM 3TO0 BTOpHYHOE IBMKEHHUE — NO3A0U,
c3aou. OTKya ¥ MPOUCXOAUT camo cioBo 3A /1. 3aauuii, 3T0 credyrowuil.

CnoBo 3A sBisieTcss OJHUM M3 HUCXOIHBIX MM TEPBUYHBIX CJIOB, 00Opa3yeMbIX
NPOU360IbHLIMU COYETAHUSAMU COTJIACHBIX U TJIACHBIX 3BYKOB. [I03TOMY €ro 3TUMOJIOrHs, TO €CTh
IIPOUCXOXKACHUE, SABISETCS NPOUIEOTbHOU.

IIpennaraemasi 3TumMosiorus cjioBa A3

3HaveHue ciaoBa A3 MPOTHUBOIIOIOKHO CIOBY 3A — gnepedu, npedxcoe, panvute. Iloaromy A3
3TO nepavlill, Nepedosoll, Nepeonull, 60321a1A0wWUl, 21aéHbll. To XKe 03HA4aeT ero BapHaHT


https://lexicography.online/etymology/%D1%8F/%D1%8F
https://vasmer.lexicography.online/%D0%B0/%D0%B0%D0%B7
https://krylov.lexicography.online/%D0%B7/%D0%B7%D0%B0
https://shansky.lexicography.online/%D0%B7/%D0%B7%D0%B0

npousHomenus AC. IToaromy Beipaxkenne «Panbiie gymait o Pogune, a motom o cebe» o3HadaeT
«A3 — 9310 Poguna, 3A — 310 S».

Otcrona nenaercs MOHSTHBIM B3aMMHOE PACIONOKEHUE ITHX IBYX OYykB a30yku. A3 310
nepsas, a Sl — nocnenHss, TO €CTh UAYLIAs noC/le HEe U 1aXKe BCeX MPOUHX.

CnoBo A3 sBusiercsi npomugopeuuem ciaoBy 3A. OHO TakkKe OJHO W3 HMCXOAHBIX WIH
MIEPBUYHBIX CIIOB, 00pa3yeMbIX MpPOU3BOIbHBIMY COYCTAHUSIMHU COTJIACHBIX U TJIACHBIX 3BYKOB.

HOBTOMy €T0 3TUMOJIOT U, TO CCTh IPOUCXOKICHUC, TOKC SABJIACTCA l’lpOu360]le012.



